JACKSONVILLE EQUESTRIAN CENTER

History of the Jacksonville Equestrian Center

From Cecil Field to a premier equestrian and community destination

The Jacksonville Equestrian Center has a unique history rooted in the transformation of a former military installation into
a destination for recreation, community, and equestrian sport.

From Cecil Field to a New Community Vision

The land where the Jacksonville Equestrian Center now stands was once part of Cecil Field, a major U.S. Navy Master
Jet Base in West Jacksonville. Cecil Field was decommissioned in September 1999 as part of the federal Base
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) process. Following the closure, the City of Jacksonville began planning new uses for
the former military property that would create lasting value for the community.

As those plans developed, more than 2,000 acres on the northern portion of the former base were reserved for
recreation, with 832 acres designated for active recreational use. This created an opportunity for Jacksonville to
transform a former military property into a significant public recreational destination.

The Jacksonville Equestrian Center Takes Shape

The development of the Jacksonville Equestrian Center became part of the City's broader recreational vision for the
property. Funding for the project was included in the Better Jacksonville Plan, the major public investment approved by
Jacksonville voters to support infrastructure, public facilities, and community improvements.

The equestrian facility was developed as part of the larger Cecil Recreation Complex. From the outset, the Center was
designed to accommodate equestrian competitions, shows, exhibitions, and other community events, with an indoor
arena, spectator seating, barns, outdoor riding areas, and supporting facilities.

The Jacksonville Equestrian Center officially opened in March 2004. From the beginning, the facility was intended to be
more than a place for horses. It was envisioned as a destination where equestrian competition, recreation, family
entertainment, and community activities could come together.

JACKSONVILLE EQUESTRIAN CENTER



A Growing Destination

Over the years, the Center has welcomed an increasingly diverse range of events and activities. Equestrian competitions
have included dressage, hunter/jumper, barrel racing, rodeo, agility, breed shows, and other disciplines. The facility has
also supported community events, educational programs, sporting activities, entertainment, and special events.

The Center's location within the larger Cecil recreation area has helped make it an important part of the recreational
landscape of West Jacksonville. Today, the Jacksonville Equestrian Center is part of Taye Brown Regional Park and the
broader Cecil Recreation Complex, connecting equestrian sport with a larger network of public recreational amenities.

A New Chapter in 2014

A significant new chapter began on October 1, 2014, when the Northeast Florida Equestrian Society (NFES) assumed
management of the Jacksonville Equestrian Center through an agreement with the City of Jacksonville.

Since then, NFES has worked to strengthen the Center as a premier destination for equestrian events while expanding
its role as a community asset. The organization has focused on attracting quality events, supporting exhibitors and
competitors, improving the visitor experience, and building relationships with community partners and organizations.

A Continuing Story

Today, the Jacksonville Equestrian Center continues to build upon the vision that began with the transformation of Cecil
Field. What was once part of a military air station has become a place where horses, families, athletes, organizations,
and communities come together.

The history of the Jacksonville Equestrian Center is ultimately a story of transformation
and community vision—from a former military installation to a public recreational
destination, and from an idea championed by local citizens to a thriving equestrian and
community facility serving Jacksonville and visitors from across the country.

Historical information compiled from publicly available City of Jacksonville and Jacksonville Equestrian Center information.
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